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of justice for not only all Floridians, but all
Americans. She is an inspiration to all of us
who strive to make our communities a better
place to live.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE SOUTHEASTERN
PENNSYLVANIA SOCCER HALL
OF FAME 2014 HONOREES

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2014

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the 2014 inductees of the
Southeastern Pennsylvania Soccer Hall of
Fame. The inductions will be held on May 10,
2014 during the 67th Annual Hall of Fame
Banquet.

Dating back to 1947, the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Soccer Hall of Fame recognizes
the best of our region’s soccer community.
Through hard work and dedication, the induct-
ees and award winners have achieved both on
and off the field.

The banquet is an opportunity to gather in
celebration and recognition of the area’s soc-
cer community. This being the 67th banquet is
a testament to the strength and standing of
the Hall of Fame within the soccer community.
As the world of soccer has evolved, so has
this organization, ensuring that future genera-
tions will have the chance to participate in this
great game. | congratulate and thank all of
those honored for their important contributions.

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Soccer Hall
of Fame also deserves special recognition for
their Coats for Chester event. Since 2010, the
Hall of Fame along with many dedicated vol-
unteers collected over 4,800 winter coats to
donate to needy families in Chester, PA.

| invite you and all of my colleagues to join
in congratulating the Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania Soccer Hall of Fame and those being
honored at the 67th Hall of Fame Banquet.

COMMENDING SALVE REGINA ON
RECEIVING A 2014 ARTHUR ROSS
AWARD

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2014

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
today to congratulate Salve Regina University,
in my home state of Rhode Island, on receiv-
ing the 2014 Arthur Ross Award for Steward-
ship. Given by the Institute of Classical Archi-
tecture and Art, the Arthur Ross Awards cele-
brate achievements in the classical tradition.
According to the ICAA, “In protecting the ar-
chitectural legacy of its campus, the university
has commissioned new buildings that har-
monize with its historic structures.” My time on
the campus has only confirmed Salve’s suc-
cess in preserving Newport’s rich architectural
and cultural heritage.

Since the donation of Ochre Court, the sec-
ond largest mansion in the city, to the Univer-
sity in 1947, Salve has had a unique relation-
ship with its buildings. Located on seven con-
tiguous estates from Newport’s gilded age,
bordering the famous Cliff Walk, the natural
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beauty of the grounds (some of which were
designed by the Olmstead brothers) is only
enhanced by the magnificence of the architec-
ture. Beyond Ochre Court, Salve also counts
McAuley Hall, the former estate of tobacco
heiress Catherine Lorillard Wolfe; Conley Hall,
once known as Faxon Lodge; and the National
Historic Landmark, the William Watts Sherman
House, among its many facilities.

In addition to acquiring and preserving these
architectural gems, Salve has also commis-
sioned buildings that promote and enhance
the overall campus aesthetic. Two recent addi-
tions, the Rodgers Recreation Center and Our
Lady of Mercy Chapel, both designed by inter-
nationally renowned architect Robert A.M.
Stern, are stunning examples of Shingle style
American architecture that mesh perfectly with
their hundred year-old neighbors.

My favorite building on campus might be the
Antone Academic Center, which originally
served as the stables and carriage house for
Chateau-sur-Mer, the oldest of the Bellevue
Avenue mansions. The Antone Center is the
home of Salve’s Cultural and Historic Preser-
vation Department, and it houses labs where
students and professors develop new ways to
protect our country’s artistic legacy. By taking
advantage of the natural resource that Rhode
Island’s rich architectural heritage represents,
Salve has made important contributions to the
Ocean State while training the next generation
of preservationists.

In 2002, Salve became the first New Eng-
land school to receive a Getty Grant to de-
velop a campus heritage preservation plan.
Barely a decade later, | am thrilled to see their
hard work rewarded and highlighted on the
national stage. Congratulations to University
President Sister Jane Gerety and all of the
Salve community for this honor!

————

HENDERSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2014

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, on May
17, 2014 the citizens of Henderson County,
Texas will observe the 100th year anniversary
of the current county courthouse in Athens,
Texas. While Henderson County has had
three previous Courthouse buildings, the one
that stands today has passed the century
mark.

Henderson County, established in 1846 by
the Texas Legislature, was carved from
Nacogdoches and Houston Counties and
named for Texas’ first Governor, J. Pinckney
Henderson.

The Henderson County Commissioners
Court approved the building of the current
courthouse on June 12, 1913. They authorized
L.R. Wright & Company to erect the structure
for the cost of $113,500. The L.L. Thurmon
Architectural firm of Dallas designed the court-
house in the “Classical Revival” style, the
dominant type of architecture for Texas court-
houses in the early 1900s. A marble corner-
stone and time capsule on the northeast cor-
ner commemorates the structure’s construc-
tion. In early 1914 the new courthouse opened
for operations.

The courthouse today stands in the square
of Athens, Texas. Its entrances face the four
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cardinal points of the compass at the intersec-
tions of State Highway 19 and 31 and US
Highway 175. In the beginning, this building
housed county and district offices, auto and
property tax offices, and courtrooms. Through-
out the years, many improvements were made
to the building. Major renovations were com-
pleted during the year of 1965 with the addi-
tion of an elevator, new windows, and im-
provements to the stairs. Other renovations
were made in 1986. The courthouse today still
serves as the heartbeat to the county oper-
ations and community events.
—

IN HONOR OF LIGHTHOUSE
MINISTRIES

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2014

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Lighthouse Ministries for a decade of serving
men, women and children in central and east-
ern Kentucky.

Lighthouse Ministries is a non-profit, faith-
based organization dedicated to reaching the
low- and moderate-income population of Lex-
ington, and the Fayette County area, by pro-
viding free meals for people in need, and also
by providing housing and support for men who
are disadvantaged, whether due to recent im-
prisonment, drug-related issues, or poverty.

Lighthouse Ministries also provides edu-
cational and psychological support for people
who are in need of drug, alcohol and voca-
tional rehabilitation.

Since 2004, Lighthouse Ministries has
served more than 330,000 meals—each ac-
companied by a Bible message, individual
prayer if requested, and clothing and toiletries
when needed.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating Lighthouse Ministries’ dec-
ade of service. | would also like to extend my
personal gratitude to this organization for all
that they do to better our community and our
Commonwealth.

BUILDING SAFETY MONTH
HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2014

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, | seek to mark
the start of Building Safety Month. Each May,
we recognize the importance of building safety
and the leadership of the International Code
Council (ICC) that develops and publishes the
model building safety and energy efficiency
codes. These codes are used in my home
state of Vermont, and throughout the United
States, as well as in many other nations.

Building codes are the foundation for safety,
stability and performance in buildings. Without
strong building codes, flood would lead to in-
creased damage, earthquakes would flatten
communities, and countless lives would be
lost. Strong model building codes also ensure
our buildings are high performing and energy
efficient.

So | want to congratulate the leaders of the
ICC, who sponsor Building Safety Month, cele-
brated in May every year for over 30 years.
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The leaders of ICC, including the President
Stephen D. Jones, Construction Official for
Millburn Township/Short Hills, New Jersey;
Past President of the Board of Directors, Ron-
ald Piester, Director, Division of Code Enforce-
ment and Administration from the New York
Secretary of State’s Office; Vice-President
Guy Tomberlin, Code Specialist for Fairfax
County, Virginia; and Alex Olszowy lll, Build-
ing Inspection Supervisor, Lexington/Fayette
Urban County Government, Kentucky will join
ICC’s Chief Executive Officer Dominic Sims in
Washington the week of May 19th, to discuss
the critical need to support the adoption and
enforcement of current building codes, to
make sure Americans are safe at home, at
work, at school and at play.

The model building codes, produced by
ICC, allow every community in the United
States to share the advantage of adopting
building codes that are adaptable to local con-
ditions, but at the same time incorporate the
very latest research, materials, and building
practices. This is achieved in a private-public
partnership, saving local jurisdictions from
bearing the large expense of code revision,
updating and coordination. These model
codes are produced through the cooperation
of thousands of local officials, working with the
building industry, to produce codes that rep-
resent a consensus on what the minimum
safety requirements are for various building
types.

Congratulations to the hard working mem-
bers, and leadership, of the International Code
Council.

———

IN SUPPORT OF VA SECRETARY
ERIC SHINSEKI

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 9, 2014

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as a
senior member of the House Veterans’ Affairs
Committee, | rise today in strong support of
Secretary Shinseki and his leadership of the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs. No veterans
should ever go without the healthcare they de-
serve, but it is important to not just focus on
anecdotal problems but to look at what the
Secretary and the VA have accomplished.

The VA operates 1,700 sites of care, and
conducts approximately 85 million appoint-
ments each year, which comes to 236,000
health care appointments each day.

The latest American Customer Satisfaction
Index, an independent customer service sur-
vey, ranks VA customer satisfaction among
Veteran patients among the best in the nation
and equal to or better than ratings for private
sector hospitals.

Since its peak in March of 2013, the VA has
reduced the benefits claims backlog by nearly
50 percent, on track to eliminate the backlog
in 2015. VA has also implemented an auto-
mated electronic claims processing system to
better serve Veterans into the future. In 2013,
VA paid out $66 billion in compensation claims
to 4.5 million eligible Veterans.

Under the leadership of Secretary Shinseki,
VA has also greatly expanded access to
earned benefits for Veterans of all eras.

In addition, VA granted presumption of serv-
ice connection for three new Agent-Orange-re-
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lated conditions: Parkinson’s disease, hairy
cell and other chronic b-cell leukemias, and
ischemic heart disease; and for Gulf War Vet-
erans, VA granted presumption of service con-
nection for nine diseases associated with Gulf
War lliness.

For all combat Veterans with verifiable
PTSD—World War 1l, Korea, Dominican Re-
public, Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, Somalia,
Operation Desert Storm, Iraq, Afghanistan,
among others—VA loosened the evidentiary
standard to receive benefits.

Since 2009, VA has reduced the estimated
number of homeless Veterans by 24 percent.
They have conducted over six million clinical
visits with over 600,000 Veterans who were
homeless, at risk of homelessness (including
formerly homeless). In 2013 alone, VA served
more than 240,000 Veterans who were home-
less or at risk of becoming homeless—21 per-
cent more than the year before.

The VA has made progress for veterans of
the future by providing Post-9/11 Gl Bill edu-
cational benefits to more than one million stu-
dents and decreasing the disability claims
backlog by nearly 50 percent.

| welcome Secretary Shinseki’s announce-
ment that the Veterans Health Administration
(VHA) will complete a nationwide access re-
view at all health care facilities. As stated, the
purpose of this review is to ensure a full un-
derstanding of VA’s policy and continued in-
tegrity in managing patient access to care. As
part of the review during the next several
weeks, a national face-to-face audit will be
conducted at all clinics for every VA Medical
Center.

| am confident in the health care our vet-
erans in Florida are receiving. With eight VA
Medical Centers in Florida, Georgia and Puer-
to Rico and over 55 clinics serving over 1.6
million veterans, the care veterans are getting
is the best in the world.

Over 2,312 physicians and 5,310 nurses are
serving the 546,874 veterans who made near-
ly 8 million visits to the facilities in our region.
Of the total 25,133 VA employees, one-third
are veterans.

In 2013, 37,221 women received health
care services at VA hospitals and clinics in
Florida, South Georgia and the Caribbean—
more than any other VA healthcare network
nationwide. This means that more than 75
percent of women Veterans enrolled for VA
healthcare in VISN 8 were seen by providers
in 2013.

| am especially pleased at the new Jackson-
ville Replacement Outpatient Clinic that was
recently opened. The two-story, 133,500
square foot clinic provides state of the art
technology and increased specialty services
including diagnostics, improved laboratory fa-
cilities, expansion of women’s services, minor
ambulatory surgical procedures, expanded
mental health telehealth services and addi-
tional audiology.

When opened, the Orlando VA Medical
Center will include 134 inpatient beds, an out-
patient clinic, parking garages, chapel and
central energy plant. Currently, the 120-bed
community living center and 60-bed domi-
ciliary are open and accepting veterans.

The VA provides quality timely healthcare to
our veterans. We have a duty to make sure
that all those who have defended this country
when called upon receive the care they have
earned through their service. | support the
Secretary in his nationwide access review and
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look forward to hearing his report when it is
finished.

IN HONOR OF WALTER “RANDY”
RANDALL
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 9, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a great man
and dedicated public servant, Lt. Col. Walter
“Randy” Randall, USAF (Retired). Sadly, Lt.
Col. Randall passed away on Saturday, May
3, 2014. A memorial service will be held at
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 10, 2014 at the
Base Theater at Robins Air Force Base. Inter-
ment with full military honors will be held on
Monday, May 12, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. in Jack-
sonville National Cemetery in Jacksonville,
Florida.

“Randy” was born on November 13, 1946
to the late Katie Randall and Walter Randall,
Sr. in Chicago, lllinois. He grew up in Jack-
sonville, Florida and earned a Bachelor of
Science in Biology from Bethune Cookman
College and a Master of Science degree from
Florida A&M University. After teaching Biology
in the Jacksonville Public School System for a
few years, he enlisted in the United States Air
Force in 1975.

He earned his commission through Officer
Training School at Lackland Air Force Base in
Texas in May 1975; completed several assign-
ments at McConnell Air Force Base in Kansas
before serving a three-year tour in Germany;
was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel (Lt. Col.)
and served in the Aeronautical Systems Divi-
sion at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in
Ohio before coming to Robins Air Force Base
in Georgia in August 1994. He served as the
C-5 Transition and Supportability Manager for
the C-5 System Program Office since April
1999.

In addition to his faithful service to our coun-
try, Randy has served his community with
much loyalty and dedication. As the Chairman
and longtime member of the Warner Robins
Regional Chamber of Commerce, he strongly
advocated for a regional approach to improv-
ing the Middle Georgia community as a whole.
He was a firm leader but his friendly approach
to all he met gained him tremendous respect
in the region.

Randy served as Vice President of Oper-
ations for Cirrus Technology and was Senior
Vice President of Progressive Consulting
Technologies, Inc. (PCTI). He was also a
member of the Warner Robins Rotary Club,
Tuskegee Airmen’s Association, and Veterans
of Foreign Wars Post No. 9998. He was an
active member of Robins Air Force Base
Chapel, a member of Phi Beta Sigma Frater-
nity, Inc. and the Museum of Aviation Founda-
tion’s National Board of Advisors, and a long-
time official of the Georgia Recreational Foot-
ball League. He enjoyed fishing, hunting, golf-
ing, and ballroom dancing.

Maya Angelou once said, “A great soul
serves everyone all the time. A great soul
never dies.” We are all so blessed that Mr.
Randall passed this way and during his life’s
journey did so much for so many for so long.
He leaves behind a great legacy in service to
all those whose lives he touched.
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